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AMERICAN ART NEWS. 



LONDON LETTER. 

London, Nov. 16, 1912. 

Some charming water colors and 
etchings by Miss Amelia M. Bowerley, 
entitled "When the World Was 
Young," at the Dowdeswell Galleries, 
160 New Bond St., are now on view. 
Tliese have children and bowers for 
their subject, and are both fanciful and 
breezy in their treatment. There is a 
pleasant feeling for color in the de- 
signs, and Miss Bowerley has managed 
to deal with her theme in a manner ex- 
actly suiting its character. 

The National Art-Collections Fund 
has recently secured for our public 
Collections several* objects of great in- 
terest, among them a silver Sassanjan 
bowl of the 4th century, A. D., repre- 
senting King Bahram Gur IV with at- 
tendants hunting, a fine example of a 
rare type of antique. Mr. Robert Ross, 
the eminent art critic, has presented tb 
the Victoria and Albert Museum an 
18th century cope of Portuguese em- 
broidery, and the same Museum be- 
comes the richer also by a pair of 
Pricket candlesticks in white -Chinese 
:Fuchien porcelain, and a Bristol Delft 
bowl, given by Mr. Kenneth Dingwall, 
D. S, O. 

Some fine water colors by George 
Clausen, are to be seen on the walls of 
the Old Water Color Society in Pall 
Mall, where the Winter Exhibition is 
now on. This is one of the few artists 
who succeed in being romantic with- 
out being sentimental, a task that is 
fraught with considerably more diffi- 
*culty than may be imagined iby the lay 
person ! His rendering of evening 
skies, notably his study of "A London 
Night Sky," are insti nct with true po- 
etry,, and he is as much at home in deal- 
ing with the evening light as it falls on 
the 'beauty of the Gr^ek Parthenon as 
he is with a typical London street un- 
der the glare of the gas-lamps. Mr. 
Clausen is as sympathetic as he is 
many-sided. Another exhibitor, whose 
work is particularly individual, al- 
though in a different manner, is Walter 
Bayes, who only lacks a more decided 
coherence to attain full expression. 
Walter Crane's "Aviation Meeting" is 
attractive, more by reason of its queer 
combination of subjejct and method 
than on account of its entire success, 
and Charles Sims sends some drawings 
that are exti-emely facile but a little un- 
convincing. 

Owing to the generosity of Mr. Max 
• Michaelis, South Africa is to become 
the recipient of the gift of forty-six pic- 
tures by eminent Dutch masters, for- 
merly belonging to the collection of 
Sir Hugh Lane, These pictures, which 
are to form the nucleus of A National 
Picture Gallery for South Africa in- 
clude the famous Demidoif Rembrandt, 
a Frans Hals from the Maurice Kann 
collection, a Van Dyck, a Jan Steen, 
two Ruysdaels and many fine examples 
of the "little masters." Lindsey House, 
the London residence of Sir Hugh 
Lane, contains one of the finest collec- 
tions of pictures in private ownership. 
It was under his directorship that Jo- 
hannesburg formed its excellent Muni- 
cipal Collection of modern Art, and it 
was owing to his efforts that a similar 
collection was arranged for Dublin. In 
disposing of his Dutch pictures he 
niade it a condition that they should 
be bought for some public gallery. 

L. G-S. 



the late Gothic period, but the most re- 
markable object is a naturalistic "Pieta" 
from the early part of the 14th century. 
Also of Rhenish origin and from the same 
period is a "Madonna and Child," There 
are good examples of enthroned madonnas 
from Cologne, 

A characteristic feature of the collection 
is furnished by the Lower Rhenish and 
Dutch objects in natural colored oak. 

Westphalia is represented to a limited 
extent, but Thiiringen contributes some 
beautiful specimens; South Germany rank- 
ing on a level with Rhineland, 

The Primitive section is also very copi- 
ously filled with objects of good quality, 
beginning with Gothic and Renaissance cab- 
inets. Many other objects of interest are 
included in the collection which makes 378 
sculptures, 

R, Lepke's Kunst Auction Haus, Berlin, 
will also ofifer the Gieldronsky collection of 
Dantzig of art objects and pictures Dec, 3 
and on Dec, 10, a collection of paintings by 
modern masters. 

On Dec, 11-13 Math. Lempertz of Co- 
logne will offer the collection of C, Rottgen, 
Bonn, of furniture and wood carving of the 
13th and 17th centuries. 

The collections of the late Leonce Lange 
will be offered in Paris in late December, 
It will include Italian and other faiences, 
Saxon and Chinese porcelains, bronzes, fur- 
niture, 16the century tapestries and some 
modern paintings. The sales will be con- 
ducted by MM, Lair-Dubreuil and Henri 
Baudoin, and Mannheim, Pauline & Las- 
quin. 

At a later date the sale will take place of 
the collections of the late M. L. Eugene 



PARIS LETTER. 

Paris, Nov. 20, 1912. 

Art is not only alive in France just 
now, ibut flourising indeed. The 
Autumn season which opened with the 
most sensational "Salon d'Automne" 
for many years, continues in a series 
of small exhibitions every week in 
every gallery, filling many pleasant af- 
ternoons. 

The first exhibition of the Engravers 
on Wood, has its home at the Pavilion 
de Marsan, and is a thoroughly good 
show. All art lovers will applaud the 
revival of the Xylographic art. The 
fame attached to the name of Lepere 
is world-wide, his carvings are rich 
and robust, and he is the greatest mas- 
ter, of our time. His visions of Paris 
and Rouen are gems. His. collabora- 
tion with Huysmans is most interest- 
ing, his art adding so perfectly to the 
sensitiveness of the text of the great 
Belgian author. Next to Lepere is 
Paul-Emile Colin, admirable in his 
landscapes, a great physiognomist in 
his portraits. Camille Beltrand pro- 
duces wood engravings in color, his 
brother Jacques portraits are superb in 
style; and one can admire the import- 
ant works by Frederic Florian, J. E. 
Laboureur, Herbert Lespinasse, Henri 




3,000 francs. In the same sale, a nice 
good "Caesar's Conquest of the Gaules," 
bound in blue Morocco, bearing the 
arms of the Comte d'Hoym, fetched 
1,310 frs. The "Foires et Marches 
Normands" from L'Hopital, published 
in 1898, thanks to the illustrations by 
Lepere, brought 325 frs,, and a book 
by Maupassant, illustrated by the 
same artist, fetched 209 frs. A collec- 
tion of autographed letters, including 
the names of Berlioz, Beranger, Gon- 
court, Lacepede and Lamartine, fetched 
500 francs. 

At the sale directed by Mm. Des- 
vouges and Delteil, engravings sold 
well and for good prices. Most of the 
well-known amateuirs, and nearly all 
the dealers w^ere there. 

A portrait of Verlaine by. Carriere 
brought 1,100 frs. The canvas was 
dedicated 'by Poor Lilian, and perhaps 
this added to the interest of the paint- 
ing. A fine wood engraving by Le- 
pere "la Rue des Barres" was sold for 
381 frs. A second proof of the "Enfant 
portant un plateau," by Manet, was 
sold at a more reasonable price than 
the first proof, which fetched 2,100 frs. 

In 1906, Delteil published at 10 frs., 
the first tome of his illustrated "En- 
graver." This book is impossible to 
find now, and brought 125 frs. The 
"Irlandaise" by Zorn, fetched 2,600 frs,, 
and the third proof of the "Toast" 2,620 
frs. 

For the less ambitious buyers, the 
sale finished luckily with sonie very 
good lots of modern engravings. For 
fifty centimes one could get a big par- 
cel of original engravings, very often 
printed in small numbers by artists 
waiting for success. In that way ten 
years ago, one could get a splendid 
Lautrec, now covered with gold by 
the buyers, r, r, m. see. 



GENUINE ANTIQUE CHINESE COROMANDEL TABLE. 

Kang Hsi Period — 1662-1722 — with Ormolu Mounts by Gautier. 

At E. Dreyfous Gallery. 



COMING EUROPEAN SALES. 
From Dec, 11 to 13 there will be offered 
at the rooms of the • Citizen's Association, 
Cologne, the last of the Rhenish private 
collections, of early carved wood sculptures, 
etc, that of Carl Rottgen of Bonn, The 
sale will be under the direction of Herr 
Peter Hanstein (Math. Lempertz), In the 
catalog there are prefatory remarks by 
Professor Clemen and Dr. H, Reiners, 
. The objects to be sold emanate chiefly 
from the Rhenish territory and date from 



Kraemer, one of the most noted Paris an- 
tiquaries, who died July last, leaving a num- 
ber of pictures and art objects, as well as a 
quantity of 18th century furniture. The col- 
lections will be offered at the Galerie De La 
Rue de Seze, by MM, Feral, Mannheim, 
Paolme and Lasquin, 

On Dec, 4-5, Frederick Muller of Am- 
sterdam, will offer a collection of old pic- 
tures including works by Goya, Claude Lor- 
raine, Boucher, Coypel, Vernet, Van der 
Neer, D, Hals, Palamedel, Ruysdael, Miere- 
velt and others. 



SOLON POTTERY SALE. 

A special cable to the New York 
Times from London says, at the first 
day's sale, Tuesday, of Mr, Solon's fa- 
mous collection of early English pot- 
tery at Hanley, a plaque with the figure 
of a cavalier drinking, signed Thomas 
Toft, fetched $675. Another, with a 
woman holding a flower, by Ralph 
"Oft," brought $725, . and two posset 
pots of the early eighteenth century 
date $950 each. 

At Sotheby's a clean, complete, and 
uncut copy of the original copy of Au- 
dubon's "Birds of America" sold for 
$2,700. 



HUTH SALE POSTPONED. 

Reports from London state that owing 
to the many other important sales, 
Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge, 
the auctioneers, have li.sted for this 
winter, they will not be able to sell part 
III of the Huth Library until next 
spring. 



Riviere, Lucien Pissarro, Julien Tin- 
ayre, Schmied, Valtat and d'Espagnat, 
P, E. Veber, Jeanniot, Joyau, Jacquin, 
Edna Hopkins, Isaac, Pierre Gusman, 
Bruyer, Boizot, Welter, Paillard, Bat- 
ten, Desligneres, Baudier, Austen 
Brown, Chalandre, Davaux, Henriette 
Brinckmann, Giles, Sydney, Lee, 
Mackie, Moor, Verpilleux, Miss Ethel 
Mars, Theodore Ralli, Gwendolen Rav- 
erat and Veldher. 

In the other galleries of the Pavilion 
de Marsan, is another exhibition of 
equal quality, that of Bernard Naudin, 
the young, but already great, draughts- 
man and etcher. A real event in art 
circles is the exhibition of the draw- 
ing.«; by Naudin for the illustration of 
the Great Testament of Frangois Vil- 
lon. 

Auction Sales. 

The sale season has now begun- and 
one must be ubiquitous indeed to fol- 
low everything at the Hotel Drouot. 
The sixth sale DoUfus, directed Iby 
Mm. Lair Dubreuil and Bauduin, con- 
tained nothing especially striking, but 
all the same. 400 lots fetched over $20,- 
000, not a bad total for second rate 
merchandise. 

M. Gabriel sold some antiques from 
the succession of the well-known ama- 
teur Van Branteghem. The most re- 
markable piece was an antique earthen- 
ware cup, decorated with a frieze of 
animals. The precious engravings by 
Sebastien Leclerc fetched a big price, 



OBITUARY. 



Sir Edward Clouston. 
Sir Edward Seaborne Clouston died 
Nov. 23 at his home in Montreal. He 
was made a Baronet in 1908, and had 
been general manager and vice-president 
of the Bank of Montreal since 1905. He 
was a director of the Montreal Art As- 
sociation and was a patron of the fine 
arts. He leaves a collection of paintings, 
mostly modern Dutch and French, which 
may come on the market this season. 



Riviere-Theodore. 

Louis-Auguste Riviere-Theodore, an 
eminent French sculptor, noted for his 
marble statue of "Music" at the Paris 
exhibition of 1878, is dead in Paris. 

He recently visited Argentina, from 
which country he brought many com- 
missions. 



Frederick Beer. 
Frederich Beer, the sculptor, is dead 
in Florence. He was born at Briinn in 
1846, and after five years' study at 
Vienna, went to Rome. His most noted 
works are "Diirer as a Boy" in the Berlin 
National gallery, and his busts of Mun- 
kacoy in the Pesth National Museum. 
Since 1876 he resided in Paris, 



John Cockshut, J. P. 

John Cockshut, J. P., known as the 
"Wall Paper King," died Nov. 12, in 
London, His career, in which were 
mingled a love of art with high finan- 
cial gifts, was one of the romances of 
Dusiness life. 

After retiring from business with a. 
large fortune, he devoted his time to 
collecting art objects. His collection of 
old china includes some very fine Wor- 
cester and is regarded as the most valu- 
able collection of the kind known. It 
is valued at $250,000. For the past 
twenty years this collection has been 
shown at every great international ex- 
position. 



